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Lay-patrons and pastors.          [A.c.1773.
\ '
On Saturday, May I, we dined by ourselves at our old rendezvous, the Mitre tavern. He was placid, but not much disposed to talk. He observed that ' The Irish mix better with the English than the Scotch do; their language is nearer to English: as a proof of which, they succeed very well as players, which Scotchmen do not. Then, Sir, they have not that extreme nationality which we find in the Scotch. I will do you, Boswell, the justice to say, that you are the most unscottificd of your countrymen. You are almost the only instance of a Scotchman that I have known, who did not at every other sentence bring in some other Scotchman V
We drank tea with Mrs. Williams. I introduced a question which has been much agitated in the Church of Scotland, whether the claim of lay-patrons to present ministers to parishes be well founded; and supposing it to be well founded, whether it ought to be exercised without the concurrence of the people? That Church is composed of a series of judicatures: a Presbytery,—a Synod, and finally, a General Assembly; before all of which, this matter may be contended : and in some cases the Presbytery having refused to induct or settle, as they call it, the person presented by the patron, it has been found necessary to appeal to the General Assembly. He said, I might see the subject well treated in the Defence of Pluralities*; and although he thought that a patron should exercise his right with tenderness to the inclinations of the people of a parish, he was very clear as to his right. Then supposing the question to be pleaded before the General Assembly, he dictated to me what follows:
' Against the right of patrons is commonly opposed, by the infe-riour judicatures, the plea of conscience. Their conscience tells
out that what was said within was not to be reported without. Bos-well gives only brief reports of the talk at the Club, and these not openly. See^o?/, April 7,1775, note.
1 See post, the passage before Feb. 18,1775.
a By the Rev. Henry Wharton, published in 1692.
them,i pas vu de corps."'—Menagiana, tome ii. p. 64. Amsterd. 1713. BOSWELL. Menagiana, ou les bans mots et remarqiies critiques, Jtistoriques, morales et d' drudition de M. Menage, recueillies par scs amis, was published in 1693. Gilles Menage was born 1613, died 1692.
